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COMPANION. 








is even a better sight than the burning 
bush Moses saw, which burned and yet 
was not consumed. It is the best possible 
evidence that they shall live and be bles- 
sed forever.—[N. Y. Obs. 
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NEW ARRANGEMENT. 
NEW TYPE—NEW HEAD—ENLARGE. 
MENT. 


To THe Farienps or THE YouTH’s ComPANION. 








At the close of the last Volume, i informed 
my readers that “ the Companion must ere long 
pass into other hands.” That time has come 


sooner than I expected. Subscribers who for 


the last thirty years have called at our office to 
settle their accounts, will remember that Mr. 
Wiutsiam A. Parker, the Clerk, has always 
been at his desk, ready to attend with accuracy 
to their wishes. His carefulness and prompti- 
tude in packing and forwarding the papers has 
also been exemplary. But his long and close 
application to business has impaired his health, 
and he has found it necessary to retire as soon 
as may be. As it would be difficult to fill his 
place, this would necessarily throw upon me an 
increased burden of care and labor, for which, 
in my advanced age, I am entirely incompetent. 
I have therefore formed a connection with 
Messrs. Oxmstreap & Co., who will here- 
after conduct the publishing part of the busi- 
ness, while I shall conduct the Editorial part 
as heretofore. No change will take place in 
the character of the Companion—it will still 
remain a Family Paper, devoted to Piety, Mo- 
rality, Brotherly Love, without Sectarianism or 
Controversy. ; 

The Companion, on the Ist of January will 
be enlarged about a quarter part ; new type, a 
new head, and better paper will be used—but 
the terms of the paper will remain the same. 

All letters relating to subscriptions, payments, 
or changes, should be directed to OumsTEaD 
& Co., No. 22 School Street—all Communi- 
cations for publication, as heretofore, to Na- 
THaNieL WILLIS. 

Many subscribers have wished that the Vol- 
ume could begin with the year. We have 
therefore given the Index to the present time, 
that this Volume may be bound separate, if de- 
sired, or may be bound with the preceding Vol. 

All accounts now due for the Companion 
may be paid to Ormsteap & Co., whose re- 
ceipts will be valid. 

The Companion will be issued from the same 
office as heretofore, No. 22 School street. 

With many thanks to those friends who have 
cheered the Companion heretofore by kind let- 
ters and prompt payments, I assure them that 
while I continue as its Editor, I shall use my 
best endeavors to make the paper useful and 
interesting to parents and children, keeping in 
view their best good for time and eternity ; and 
my earnest wish and hope is that the Yourn’s 
Companion may continue to be hailed asa 
welcome faniily visitor for many years to 
come Nataaniet WIx1Is. 

Boston, Dec. 25, 1856. 

EE 
SUPPLEMENT TO YOUTH'S COMPANION 

Inclosed in our paper, some last week, and 
some this week, will show what Premiums of 
valuable books the new Publishers offer to per- 
sons who will procure New Subscribers. The 
commencement ofa new Volume with the New 
year affords the best time to take the paper, 
because there will be an Index atthe end of 
the Volume, and it is also just in time to make 
a Now Year’s Present, which will be received 
fifty-two times in the year. 

EEE 
CHRISTMAS DAY. 

A day which should be kept by all Christians, 
for it commemorates the birth of Jesus or 
NazaretH, that “unspeakable gift” asa Sa- 
vior, in whom all denominations profess to be- 
lieve, and trust for salvation from the penalty 
of sin. Ifhe had not come and “suffered, the 
just for the unjust,” how could we have been 
saved? Ifthere is any uncertainty as to the 
day of his birth, let the event be commemorated 
devoutly, gratefully, and until there is more 
certainty, on that day on which it has so long 
and so generally been observed. N, W, 





HOME JOURNAL. 


The Home Journal always has been, and no 
doubt always will be, while under the editorial 
care of Morris and Willis, the most refined and 
elegant family newspaper extant. The series 
for 1857 will contain new attractions, new fea- 
tures, and new type. The editors will continue 
to devote their time and abilities to the work. 
N. P. Willis proposes, in addition to his usual 
picturings of home-life, and rural family sym- 
pathies and interests, out-doors-and-in, to give 
more of his valuable “Letters on Health,” 
which his experience enables him to write, and 
which have been so widely quoted, both at 
home and abroad, and also “a series of Portraits 
of Living Characters.” General Morris, be- 
sides his usual constant labors upon the several 
departments of the paper, will make it the woof 
on which to broider first the new sketches, 
songs, ballads, etc., suggested by the history 
and events of the passing time. For the health, 
the moral improvement, and the religious cul- 
ture of families, the editors watchfully gather 
every new suggestion, and carefully chronicle 
all signs of progress and utility. By unceasing 
vigilance and industry, and by skill, acquired 
by long and successful practice, they will, un- 
doubtedly, still keep the Home Journal undis- 
puted as the best family newspaper in existence. 
The terms are two dollars a year, in advance. 
Address Morris & Willis, New York. 


THE SPECTATOR. 


Mr. Ferdinand Andrews, late Editor of the 
Traveller, has commenced the publication of a 
new weekly paper, entitled “The Spectator.” 
It is in the quarto form, sixteen pages. The 
aim of the editor is to furnish a good and ac- 
ceptable journal of passing events and general 
literature. The paper will be issued regularly 
in January, at $2,50 per annum. 

We commend the “Spectator” to the favor 
of the public. It will be marked by the same 
high ability and conservative strength which 
have marked Mr. Andrews’ course as an editor. 
His long experience and sound judgement will 
be sure to render the Spectator a model weekly. 

[Mr. Andrews, in 1843, was an Assistant 
Editor of the Boston Recorder. We then had 
evidence of his industry, tact, and ability. We 
hope the friends of a moral secular paper will 
give him a handsome support.] 

















A SECRET. 

“T will tell you a secret. The way to make 
yourself pleasing to others, is to show that you 
care for them. The whole world is like the 
miller at Mansfield, who ‘cared for nobody, no, 
not he—because nobody cared for him.” And 
the whole world will serve you so, if you give 
them the same cause. Let people see, there- 
fore, that you do care fer them, by showing 
them the small courtesies of life, in which there 
is no parade, whose voice is too still to tease, 
and which show themselves by affectionate 
tones and kind looks and little acts of attention, 
giving others the preference in every little en- 
joyment at the table, in the field, walking, sit- 
ting, and standing.” 


a 

To one who said, “I do not believe there is 
an honest man in the world,” another replied, 
“It is impossible that one man should know all 
the world, but quite possible that one may 
know himself.” 
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A SECRET. 

“T will tell you a secret. The way to make 
yourself pleasing to others, is to show that you 
care for them. The whole world is like the 
miller at Mansfield, who ‘cared for nobody, no, 
not he—because nobody cared for him.” And 
the whole world will serve you so, if you give 
them the same cause. Let people see, there- 
fore, that you do care fer them, by showing 
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is no parade, whose voice is too still to tease, 
and which show themselves by affectionate 
tones and kind looks and little acts of attention, 
giving others the preference in every little en- 
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To one who said, “I do not believe there is 
an honest man in the world,” another replied, 
“It is impossible that one man should know all 
the world, but quite possible that one may 
know himself.” 
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Second Nehemiah 131 

Remarkable coincidence 135 

The Commandments 139—Praying child 143 
Dr. Bedell’s testimony 139 

A disciple in a blaze 143 


MORALITY. 


Evening at home 3—Tobacco 10, 19 
Sofferings of war 10—Sermon on malt 15 
Noble reply 15—Promptness 19 

How to keep the pledge 19 

Story of the whistle 27—One and twenty 30 
Strawberries 31—Harry’s resolution 34 

Old age 39—Queer Tom 43 

Boy and violets 43—Railroad incident 47 
Disobedience 51—Lesson of the birds 51 
Favorite child 54—Naughty girls 54 

The four seasons 58—A child’s example 58 
Kindness to brutes 63—By-and-by 67 

Get all you can 67—Philip’s revenge 75 
Single act of disobedience 71 

Did he not say beans 75—Two boys 79 
Mighty cure-all 86—Little Mattie 91 
Injustice in small things 91 

Carl Miesken’s cat 94—Law of kindness 99 
Wise horse and foolish driver 103 

Fop afid bookseller 107—Bad company 107 
Mark of progress 111—Sin and its tyranny 111 
Importance of a latchet 111 

Death of a little swearer 119 

Little fish story 119—The social glass 122 
Bad habit 131—Imperial courtship 135 
Why Jewesses are beautiful 131 

Bitter revenge 135—Unfading wreath 139 
No gloom at home 143—Advice to girls 143 


BIOGRAPHY. 

Christ and his Apostles 13—Peter 18, Andrew 
22, John 26, Philip 30, James the greater 34, 
Bartholemew 37, Thomas 42, Simon 46, 
Matthew 50, Jude 54, James the less 58, Ju- 
das Iscariot 62, Mathias 66, Saul of Tarsus74 

Women of the Revolution—Martha Washington 
78, Mary Gould 82, Rebecca Pickens 8&6, 
Blandina Bruyn 89, Abigail Adams 94, Eli- 
zabeth Clay 98, Martha Wilson 102, Rebecca 
Motte 106, Susanna Elliot 110, Sabina Elliot 
114, Ann E)liot 118, Jane Washington 122, 
Anna Elliot 126, Behethland F. Butler 130, 
Mary Bryant 135, Hannah Caldwell 138, De- 
borah Sampson 142 

Virgin Mary 22—Dr. Scudder, Dr. Kirk 26 

Empress of France 42—Santa Anna 46 


NURSERY. 


Little Priscilla 3—Ralph and his chickens 9 
Bessie 11—Miss Dolly and Mary 15 
Willie and cat 23—May walk 26 

Too old to say his prayers 35 

Mary’s kitten 31—Thou shalt not steal 39 
Little Mary 43—Glad to be alive 43 
Nelly Wilson’s conquest 51 

White flowers 51—Mother and babies 55 
Clara Lee 58—Rainy day 59 

The boy who sinned against his mother 74 
Susan's three wishes 79—Bird house 91 
Thunder storms 82—Little Mary’s texts 103 
Henry’s wish 103—A great thing 107 

Little Tommy 111—Come, Willie 111 

Nellie’s doll 119—Carpet soiled 119 

How a boy judged a preacher 119 

Our Lucy 127—Christmas Tree 139 

Telling mother 139—Aunt Lina’s sunshine 143 


LEARNING. 


Recollections of school days 14 
Just thought 27—Honesty and trust 35 
Blind Irishman 43—Reminiscence 55 
School days (6—Letter to little folks 70 
Lizzie Ferguson 91—Emma and uncle 129 
f 
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SABBATH SCHOOL. 
Children understand peace 7 ; 
Infidel’s child 23—Cambridge port fair 97 
Power of prayer 27—Pleasing incident a7 
Book of thanks 59—Who is to do it 75 
— — vw in debt 59 

arning Catechism 90—Touching ineig 

It did on belong to me 107 _—— 
Charles Weston 107—Good for evil } 
Little Arthur’s Sabbath School 115 4 
Prayer answered 139 
Attending Sabbath school 143 a 


BENEVOLENCE. 


Little Louie's gold dollar 7 

Weep with those that weep 18 

Be kind to the poor 26—Rainy day 38 
Sultan and Sister of Charity 30 
Colporteur 38—Practical prayer 43 
The Lord’s journeyman 59 

Kindness to animals 66—Little brown cabin 7] 
Pet rabbit 75—How to put off the old man 79 
Christ sent to the poor house 82 

Old dog ‘T'ray 90—Little outcast 95 
Disinterested boy 98—Little Antoine 123 
Little Fegee girls 323—The kid glove 126 
Mary and old woman 131 

Chickens and library 135 


God pity the poor 142—Help one another 142 
PARENTAL. 
Not worth the trouble 7—Sit straight 7 
Dangerous criticisms 11—A mother’s love ll 
Made home happy 15—Pleasing incident 19 
Teach children hymns 15—Conaxa 18 
Prince of Wales 23—California 27 
Education 38, 42, 46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66 
Envious chicken 46—Mother’s cares 50 
This is my home 50—Thy son liveth 62 
Two kinds of riches 7]—No gloom at home 83 
The father 87—Highland widow 90 
Fallen youth 90—Influence of mothers 99 
The portrait 95—Children’s evening 110 
Thanksgiving day 119—Gem in the river 18 
Take a religious paper 127 
Thanksgiving day 138 


NATURAL HISTORY. 
A mad horse 7—Spare the birds 11 
Bear fight 15—Dickey 19—Lions 25, 35 
Dog of Troy 31—Wolves and wild horses 39 
Sagacity of an elephant 39 
Lesson from birds 30—Prairie dog 59 
Walk through the woods 55—Canary bird 8 
Incident among swallows 55 
Jealous dog 67—Monkey's memory 75 
Pet chicken 79—Sagacity of the bear 83 
The dog 83—Guardian bird 87 
Snake story 87—Ingenuity of birds 95 
Musical practice among birds 91 
Affection of a cat 95—Tiger story 99 
Baldhead and Golden wing 110—Birds 106 
White bear 103—My shanghae Rooster 115 
Whale fight 123—The magpie 127 
Joe Brown 131—Kitties—Knowing dog 135 


NARRATIVE. 


Incidents of early years 2 

Incidents of later years 6 

Thrilling narrative 17—Love of a father 54 
Outlived her usefulness 21 

Unwelcome piece of pie 34 

Mother’s Prayer 65—Hospitality 73 

The man that poo-poohed the Sunday school 
Old family clock 78—Price of two potatoes 
Prying Peter 102—Clergyman’s adventure Il 
What one lie did 118 


HISTORY. 


Revolutionary spirit 3-—Alexander the Great 
Washington 7, 23, 31, 111—Caleb 10 
Revolutionary incident 11, 18 

Huzzas of posterity 14—Deborah 14 

John Hancock 23—Charter oak 86 

The three Kings 98—The Prophetess 103 


OBITUARY. 


Afflictive Providence 3—Heber Dana 16 
I shall go to heaven 14—Heart’s treasures 
Lovely Rose 42—Gentle Eila 54 

Lydia N. Gibbs 56—Mother’s grave 83 
The last one remembered 62 

Little lone grave 90—Little Georgie 15 


EDITORIAL. 


Letters to children 4, 8, 16, 64 

One hour in a railroad car 4 F 

It affects me here 12—White mountains 20 
Nantucket 24, 28—House of industry 32 
Reform school 32—Richmond, Va. 36 
Philadelphia and Baltimore 40 

Western Prairies 44—Maine 48 
Commandment cracked 48— Aroostook, Me. 
Ascutney mountain 56—New Brunswick 
Strange logic 64—Teacher rewarded 64 
Charity hopeth all things 64—Twins 64 
The tempest 68—Juvenile humanity 72 
Drugged and robbed 76—Who can we trust 
Letter from the country 80 ‘ 

Is religion essential 84—A barber's Que 84 
Religious wives 88 —Pleasant soun 92 
Happy pious family 92—Industrial school 
Troublesome help 96—Meet me in heaven 
Pour help 100—Statue of Franklin 100 
Swearing 104—Fulfil your promises 108 , 
My mother 108—Influence of action# 
Reading ety to animals 120 an 
Respect the aged 1 — Thanksgiving ? y 
Formation of habits 128 —Happy New Yea? 
Always tell the truth 132 





Arrangement 144 





make excuses 136 
|riis is death 140—New 








